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On July 30, the Chamber teamed up with our mem-
ber Alibaba.com to host a free event celebrating 
the company›s B2B platform launch in the U.S. at 
the MHub in Chicago.

Build Up Chicago celebrated this exciting launch 
of one of the world’s largest B2B ecommerce mar-
ket places and gave information to Chicago small 
business owners on how to reach a massive new 
audience, attend a local workshop or get $500 off 
their seller membership.

Executive Director of the 
International Business Council 
at the Illinois Chamber Laura 
Ortega poses with Director of 
Operations and Business Devel-
opment North America B2B 
at the Alibaba Group Anthony 
Ferreria pose for a photo fol-
lowing the event.

Chamber board member and Export Sales Manager at W.S. Darley & Co. William Darley 
participates in a panel discussion with Krish Iyler of ShipStation, Aisha Ceballos-Crump of 
Honey Baby, and Laura Ortega from the Chamber and moderated by Anthony Ferreria of 
Alibaba. — at mHUB Chicago.

CHAMBER TEAMS UP WITH ALIBABA.COM

INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS COUNCIL

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FAlibaba.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3eavZO9e5Y67S5wBJ-5a6aOxLMLVXdZyRqyzaH38dSeqE7tflOMVxw1a4&h=AT0a4FzSoHY7kTMC92KMPfJGstNy2R9LNBptNkq-9Uydk9-Yso-B3TNuhMs91njaljcr48Evn6MIWsRfL-2xhI-iMHV4qD8o6XvhByYYg9YAWTcMNoFXGBXbBOKTHCvWE2lD1WSlgXymmIKA32SBxZncuVaKhpYVZzQB95pm5DikbCDY6M0R3BJ9uNdMAtXSXBjz9-ZBuSJblhy7nkx8FGuy1DVLwjQbVP2-rME9JvgrHy31YhNXqcrTnhQ-3EiH-LTPN2zfHA5qbBzDzrR6WWYcmLGUN-zhj5umUK7bCWnbctJjQOEi_IsOSSg3BwHcG2Ba8noWjttYH0VMpWBN0PLGqukq3UfKdFiGK_7n-ZyPehdCG2fpm3nHLInNSLc5HsxRhKtpXQJRdJ4ng7DMOTeJodmjbVZKVlBGCrhUKrkGstxUWzfNbBRzbVDb7GkAwmIqy_25r_qKddFXiEX2uuMooRoURI7mf4V7Utib3PhvR0TuNxYzDQkaLbxL0LUXpTie3CLtcok_r2C_Qb0KlKbMH1nHJ2isFpCx13g64W7THynkaFxxpnEUjQjJKj37dz3fNtCdqWWIlNysTQTXkfnBTsW_0bu1N4lP9CF9bfylWZr5DOI_ogVTOemN9nFZUg


We know this legislation isn’t perfect. But, we believe that it will encourage the 
advancement of the commercial, industrial, manufacturing, agricultural and civic 
interests of the people of Illinois.

             – Todd Maisch on infrastructure, Chicago Tribune 
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Chamber staff joined Illinois State Representative Tim 
Butler (R-Springfield), Win Stoller from the Peoria Area 
Chamber of Commerce and John Walsh with the McLean 
County Chamber of Commerce as they inspected work on 
I-74 between Peoria and Bloomington on July 18. 

Win Stoller from 
Widmer Interiors and 

Chair of the Peoria 
Area Chamber of 

Commerce inspecting 
with Representative 

Tim Butler 
(R-Springfield).

John Walsh with the McLean County Chamber of Commerce 
also seeing the work on I-74. 

Keith Staats, executive director of the Chamber’s Tax In-
stitute,  presented at a webinar sponsored by the Illinois 
CPA Society on the new laws on taxation of recreational 
cannabis on July 15.

I-74 ROAD PROGRESS BETWEEN PEORIA AND BLOOMINGTON

STAATS PRESENTS 
AT WEBINAR 

Tax Institute Meeting: The quarterly meeting of the Illinois Chamber Tax Institute was hosted by True Partners 
Consulting LLC and featured  Illinois Department of Revenue Director David Harris as the speaker on July 15.



 Safety from not only the safety of their coworkers but also for clients and customers 
and making sure you’re going to reduce your litigation.

      – Jay Shattuck on cannabis, FOX 55/27
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IMPACT OF PUBLIC TRANSIT 
ESSENTIAL FOR INDEPENDENCE
Rebecca Mason, executive director of the Chamber Infrastructure 
Council, attended last week’s presentation of the “Friend of Infra-
structure” to State Senator Andy Manar on July 23. The ceremony 
touched on the impact Macoupin County Public Transit has had on 
the community by allowing people to stay in their homes rather 
than have to move into nursing care and ensuring people are able 
to access jobs and education opportunities.

MAISCH JOINS PANEL ON 
“FLANNERY FIRED UP”
Chamber President and CEO Todd Maisch joined RTA 
Chairman Kirk Dillard and Deputy Gov. Christian Mitchell 
on Flannery Fired Up on Fox 32 to discuss Illinois finances 
and infrastructure on July 10 in Chicago.

Watch Flannery Fired Up: Gas Tax, Illinois Credit Rating

http://www.fox32chicago.com/politics/flannery-fired-up-gas-tax-illinois-credit-rating


A lot of other states have retooled their economic development toolbox to reflect businesses 
and industries of the 21st century.

                        –Tyler Diers on data centers, Center Square 

AUGUST 2019 | ADVOCACY REPORT To learn more about the Illinois Chamber click here to contact Jeanette Anderson

CHAMBER OP-ED REFERENCED 
BY SEVERAL LEGISLATORS
Chamber President and CEO Todd Maisch wrote an exclusive  
op-ed the Chicago Tribune printed on July 1, explaining how vital 
infrastructure is to Illinois business. The Chamber received support 
from around the state for the op-ed and several legislators have 
pointed to its contents when discuss the user fee increase. 

Read entire Commentary: Why the gas tax is good for Illinois busi-
nesses

DIERS RECAPS 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Chamber Director of Legislative Relations Tyler Diers pre-
sented presented wins and loses for Illinois business this 

session and highlighted areas of cooperation between 
the legislature and the business community at the Rome-
oville Area Chamber of Commerce  Legislative Breakfast 

on July 18 at Bee Brothers.

https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/commentary/ct-opinion-gas-tax-chamber-of-commerce-20190628-bqyq5p3ffrervo5msqahvi6oxm-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/commentary/ct-opinion-gas-tax-chamber-of-commerce-20190628-bqyq5p3ffrervo5msqahvi6oxm-story.html
https://www.facebook.com/RomeovilleAreaChamber/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBzkoLqHWWr8zla3vJOyP9lPA3hZSQBw1dm0SEPyqkzTI9sAA0N1F_ATcPZxu4yCv45Z88b67vwJzE8&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDmPlVtmBuOpIvWm78pJ3BCRf0_b90sr9ysrenucmr6yvp3M1wm6ZA2NkduyPzUfQvVERf31fSCNbuQUWZwRkvj19404XT6X4nysfhHKIOm_1m58ossPeARAGdnRVMjfUdoRPOR6h-NrL4yVquUjXi950tR6vIJETBpyQYJJo2mC7migLmaX25L69OeqrSR5YlF32oW6Hr3AblgM9cl-Yfe3niwfGXge_DgPah5gyXEdKBWwCHyTebuz3oedCjpr9EWK0Y7BTEEqmEiEBH-qNmZaZZxMRJeREAKZ0JSUs7YgbuCFPUkSm9-bblFK0yIApBwQhPO2dl2RiofGXomdtHESOmCy7RMGL01nkk1eAkF_KVRO4X9CnDUFzINJBd6bzQE_OtqloXC_HYwAW9bKz1T8NX0zOdP58AbZ-mQwesnjBhHD1fkdEk7wwoWAvkvjT5EuDvOyBjXtaIux_rP4Tu2nVzsh1TneCMPxTTuJvr7REdfGoddSSEZrd5SV5h20Rl6hrpwb4FWTSn6KO2oMpznY84JLPDtbB1LULS4TCg7
https://www.facebook.com/RomeovilleAreaChamber/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBzkoLqHWWr8zla3vJOyP9lPA3hZSQBw1dm0SEPyqkzTI9sAA0N1F_ATcPZxu4yCv45Z88b67vwJzE8&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDmPlVtmBuOpIvWm78pJ3BCRf0_b90sr9ysrenucmr6yvp3M1wm6ZA2NkduyPzUfQvVERf31fSCNbuQUWZwRkvj19404XT6X4nysfhHKIOm_1m58ossPeARAGdnRVMjfUdoRPOR6h-NrL4yVquUjXi950tR6vIJETBpyQYJJo2mC7migLmaX25L69OeqrSR5YlF32oW6Hr3AblgM9cl-Yfe3niwfGXge_DgPah5gyXEdKBWwCHyTebuz3oedCjpr9EWK0Y7BTEEqmEiEBH-qNmZaZZxMRJeREAKZ0JSUs7YgbuCFPUkSm9-bblFK0yIApBwQhPO2dl2RiofGXomdtHESOmCy7RMGL01nkk1eAkF_KVRO4X9CnDUFzINJBd6bzQE_OtqloXC_HYwAW9bKz1T8NX0zOdP58AbZ-mQwesnjBhHD1fkdEk7wwoWAvkvjT5EuDvOyBjXtaIux_rP4Tu2nVzsh1TneCMPxTTuJvr7REdfGoddSSEZrd5SV5h20Rl6hrpwb4FWTSn6KO2oMpznY84JLPDtbB1LULS4TCg7
https://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-illinois-data-center-tax-incentive-20190604-story.html%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1T1udH6pxr2eQB3lhGYonBN4oWBbOCKMyEzycBg-9XfdNhWzwDCt8odYQ
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Fighting for Business Every Month

CHAMBER
ADVOCACY IN THE NEWS

In the month of July, we spoke to radio, television, and print media outlets, delivering pro-business values to 
audiences across Illinois.  Below is a selection of stories where the Chamber has advocated its position on a 
variety of topics.

ILLINOIS BUSINESS
• Springfield’s most momentous legislative session in decades – Illinois Chamber mentioned
• Todd Maisch: Ratify the U.S.–Mexico–Canada Agreement  – Todd Maisch article
• Gov. Pritzker Signs $45B ‘Rebuild Illinois’ Legislation; Includes Casino Expansion – Rebecca Mason quoted
• Commentary: Why the gas tax is good for Illinois businesses – Illinois Chamber mentioned
• Employers work to keep drug-free workplaces with legalized marijuana – Todd Maisch & Jay Shattuck 

quoted
• Illinois Chamber applauds signing of Rebuild Illinois – Todd Maisch quoted
• Business groups view historic legislative session as ‘mixed bag’ – Todd Maisch quoted 

ILLINOIS ECONOMY 
• Business, Health Leaders Defend Immigrant Communities – Todd Maisch mentioned 

ILLINOIS GAS TAX
• Court battle could decide how Illinois governments can spend gas tax money – Illinois Chamber mentioned
• Flannery Fired Up: Gas Tax, Illinois Credit Rating – Todd on Flannery Fired Up

ILLINOIS TECHNOLOGY
• QTS Applauds Passage of Tax Incentives for Illinois Data Centers – Illinois Chamber mentioned

ILLINOIS ENERGY
• Pritzker Signs Legislation Prohibiting Dumping of Coal Ash in IL – Todd Maisch mentioned 

— Illinois governor signs bill cracking down on coal ash pits, requiring companies to pay for future 
cleanup – Todd Maisch mentioned

ILLINOIS INFRASTRUCTURE
• CAPITOL RECAP: $45 billion Infrastructure bill becomes law with new taxes to pay for it – Todd Maisch 

quoted
— CAPITOL RECAP: $45 billion Infrastructure bill becomes law with new taxes to pay for it 

https://www.chicagobusiness.com/greg-hinz-politics/springfields-most-momentous-legislative-session-decades
https://www.sj-r.com/opinion/20190630/todd-maisch-ratify-us-mexico-canada-agreement
https://www.globest.com/2019/07/01/gov-pritzker-signs-45b-rebuild-illinois-legislation-includes-casino-expansion/?slreturn=20190601094233
https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/commentary/ct-opinion-gas-tax-chamber-of-commerce-20190628-bqyq5p3ffrervo5msqahvi6oxm-story.html
https://newschannel20.com/news/local/employers-work-to-keep-drug-free-workplaces-with-legalized-marijuana
http://thetimesweekly.com/news/2019/jul/01/illinois-chamber-applauds-signing-rebuild-illinois/
https://www.pantagraph.com/business/business-groups-view-historic-legislative-session-as-mixed-bag/article_c837880a-009d-5180-a4f8-6c75aa156220.html
http://www.lawndalenews.com/2019/07/business-health-leaders-defend-immigrant-communities/
https://cookcountyrecord.com/stories/512685023-court-battle-could-decide-how-illinois-governments-can-spend-gas-tax-money
http://www.fox32chicago.com/politics/flannery-fired-up-gas-tax-illinois-credit-rating
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/qts-applauds-passage-tax-incentives-130000625.html
http://wlds.com/news/pritzker-signs-legislation-prohibiting-dumping-of-coal-ash-in-il/
https://www.thecentersquare.com/illinois/illinois-governor-signs-bill-cracking-down-on-coal-ash-pits/article_7964d182-b311-11e9-9466-330c24cb8f19.html
https://www.thecentersquare.com/illinois/illinois-governor-signs-bill-cracking-down-on-coal-ash-pits/article_7964d182-b311-11e9-9466-330c24cb8f19.html
https://herald-review.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/capitol-recap-billion-infrastructure-bill-becomes-law-with-new-taxes/article_3891835a-d933-56f8-89cc-3bf8e15e4831.html
https://www.kpvi.com/news/national_news/capitol-recap-billion-infrastructure-bill-becomes-law-with-new-taxes/article_623fc600-8d29-5a05-bb7b-0b7640255774.html
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MEMBERNEWS | JULY 2019

Chamber board member Daniel Wagner, senior vice president of 
government relations for the Inland Real Estate Group, was selected for 

the prestigious Edgar Fellows program. Read More

 
Chamber member T-Mobile and Sprint received clearance from the U.S. 

Department of Justice for merger to create the New T-Mobile. Read More

Chamber member Ford Motor Company announced the addition of  
450 jobs and a $50 million investment to convert a facility near  

their Chicago plant. Read more

Chamber member Illinois American Water shared tips to help consumers 
use water more efficiently and identify and prevent leaks and help to 

protect themselves during this scorching summer.  
Read More

 
Chamber member ExxonMobil and Global Thermostat signed a joint 

development agreement to advance breakthrough technology to 
remove carbon dioxide from industrial sources and the atmosphere. 

Read More

NRE, where Chamber board member Brandon Bullard works as the 
director of marketing, opened its 450,000 square foot plant in Paducah, 

Kentucky providing much needed jobs to Southern Illinois.  Read More

https://news.illinoisstate.edu/2019/08/politics-and-government-alumnus-daniel-wagner-selected-for-the-prestigious-edgar-fellows-program/%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2FYdKbrjfsmECdRx9cnaOlIlnCA-rDEU9USrqFMIC1ehJC2EKGl9J66b4
https://www.t-mobile.com/news/t-mobile-sprint-merger-doj-clearance%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1oIPjm4iehZJ5-MOWuUG4_wLgmH0BNlIM-c5Q5jXyupYSjs6AMomzdu9w
https://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-ford-hiring-workers-chicago-assembly-plant-20190722-6mkws42565db7ophoisisjye6u-story.html%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3XoN6F-XAok8dscX9F31T2sn4yJsNNdrfzfUFk53E38Xdzh0axudeS0f0
https://amwater.com/ilaw/news-community/rss-il/id/4163004/fbclid/iwar3mb3ho3ryptorp4cya9_d8tnqmr-w81a9sowml_0qn2umd_4er1lfz4e0
https://news.exxonmobil.com/press-release/exxonmobil-and-global-thermostat-advance-breakthrough-atmospheric-carbon-capture-techn%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1dLaWBAtjufPYRZHoI8RwPU2PV-6G-ssPW72pSBTWNb5JLkR6Tpt6Bo4I\
https://www.nre.com/news
https://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-ford-hiring-workers-chicago-assembly-plant-20190722-6mkws42565db7ophoisisjye6u-story.html?fbclid=IwAR3XoN6F-XAok8dscX9F31T2sn4yJsNNdrfzfUFk53E38Xdzh0axudeS0f0
https://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-ford-hiring-workers-chicago-assembly-plant-20190722-6mkws42565db7ophoisisjye6u-story.html?fbclid=IwAR3XoN6F-XAok8dscX9F31T2sn4yJsNNdrfzfUFk53E38Xdzh0axudeS0f0
https://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-ford-hiring-workers-chicago-assembly-plant-20190722-6mkws42565db7ophoisisjye6u-story.html?fbclid=IwAR3XoN6F-XAok8dscX9F31T2sn4yJsNNdrfzfUFk53E38Xdzh0axudeS0f0

