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On Wednesday, April 10, Todd Maisch, president and CEO of the Illinois
Chamber, testified in opposition to a proposal to amend the state’s
constitution to permit a graduated income tax structure.

Watch full video here.

The lllinois Constitution currently forbids the imposition of a gradu-
ated income tax but Illinois legislators are looking to amend the con-
stitution by raising taxes on the backs of entrepreneurs and small busi-
nesses - for the third time in nine years. The proposal, along with other
legislation tied to a graduated income tax increase, was passed by the
Senate on May 1.

The lllinois Chamber continues to reach out to members encouraging
them to contact their state representative and ask them to VOTE NO
on all legislation facilitating a graduated income tax.

To make this call to action easy, we have a ready-to-send grassroots
action letter you can send to your state senator here or by sharing this
link.

It is also important to follow up your letter with a call to their district
or Springfield office.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kCYsFxAAyI
mailto:janderson@ilchamber.org
https://ilchamberaction.org/engage/voteno
https://ilchamberaction.org/engage/voteno
https://ilchamberaction.org/engage/voteno

The largest ever Agriculture Mission of over 15 Azerbaijani agriculture companies and
R&D institutions headed by the Minister of Agriculture, Republic of Azerbaijan, H.E. Inam

Karimov visited Chicago.

On April 4, 2019, The United States-Azerbaijan Chamber of Com-
merce and lllinois Chamber of Commerce jointly hosted the first-
ever inaugural lllinois-Azerbaijan Agriculture Forum in Chicago, IL.

The largest ever Agriculture Mission of over 15 Azerbaijani agri-
culture companies and R&D institutions headed by the Minister
of Agriculture, Republic of Azerbaijan, H.E. Inam Karimov visited
Chicago.

On April 3, 2019, within the framework of the inaugural Forum, the
delegation headed by the minister visited AGCO GSI grain and pro-
tein facilities in Assumption and Taylorville, IL.

AGCO GSI, full-range grain, seed-processing and protein-produc-
tion solutions acquainted the Azerbaijani delegation with all-en-
compassing manufacturing processes.

On April 4, 2019, the lllinois-Azerbaijan Agriculture Forum convened
with the opening remarks by Reza Vaziri, Chairman, United States
- Azerbaijan Chamber of Commerce and Laura Ortega, Executive
Director, International Business Council at the Illinois Chamber of
Commerce.

The United States-Azerbaijan Chamber of Commerce and lllinois
Chamber of Commerce agreed to convene the next forum in 2020,
Baku, Azerbaijan.
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We appreciate Hanson Professional Services for hosting the meeting that focused
on the specifics of the state’s highway conditions and a legislative update on

capital discussion.

[llinois Chamber Infrastructure Council Executive Director Thank you to BNSF Railway for sponsoring the Infrastructure Coun-
Rebecca Mason lead a group of transportation industry cil’s quarterly meeting on April 4. Sponsorship not only ensures the
professionals around the capitol to meet with legislators meeting can take place, but also supports the Infrastructure Coun-
about the importance of investing in Illinois infrastructure cil’s activities promoting the importance of transportation in lllinois
as part of the Transportation for Illinois Coalition (TFIC) throughout the year. BNSF is a vital member that operates one of
Lobby Day on April 3. the largest freight railroad networks in North America, with 32,500

miles of rail across the western two-thirds of the United States.

We appreciate Hanson Professional Services for hosting the meet-
ing that focused on the specifics of the state’s highway conditions
and a legislative update on capital discussion.

Director of Highway
Project Implemen-
tation at lllinois
Department of
Transportation

Paul Loete spoke
about the condition
of the state’s infra-
structure and the
planned transition
to an asset management system for prioritizing projects.
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Innovation Day at the lllinois Governor’s Mansion focused on the importance of
research and development, entrepreneurship, and innovation to keep lllinois

advancing forward.

Tyler Diers, director of legislative rela-
tions at the lllinois Chamber, joined
groups representing lllinois’ innova-
tion economy for Governor JB Pritz-
ker’s declaration of April 12 as Innova-
tion Day in lllinois. The event at the
lllinois Governor’s Mansion focused
on the importance of research and
development, entrepreneurship, and
innovation to keep lllinois advancing
forward. #lLInnoDay

Jay Shattuck, executive director of the Employment Law Council at
the lllinois Chamber of Commerce, spoke at the press conference
of Senator Melinda Bush (D-Grayslake) on SB 1829, an omnibus
bill to provide greater protection from sexual harassment in the
workplace. “We participated in an open and thoughtful process,
and we provided language we believe will help make a better
workplace environment for employers and employees in lllinois,”
Shattuck said.
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https://www.facebook.com/tdiers?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARD1JDM7GYGZZ5wdJrSUy8aeYyokfYjXJeyGudaZuAXY-jVkmTUzGweGI2EVxrxC1X39Hj2vVj-pezDu&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCPRBY90gkwWoOarcNpBYd26zmkAfherzjYHtvo_Au-LSXYQj-b5TUJ88VjauleA-v_Me0mpisqrRTL9gFSh6w7ToAfqQQvMNfFT0ZHvJKPdchXFCmSzxIBO_m-XJXcM0TpF4HbzSD572AwBmh7SE6fqN9XlExYvfowkTn8ajEswXLYlqUy-Dbi8lIAKCnMi9dSUjox3U4OXdzxu158Ja45Xeu-CoAQ4rNUUHRY7W2ZpGMFIOM78AuCUbyu20tAtfWFZWnJtnlE7AAuVrekzy_veklCEO_Zd1lQ7k6izhkCDBiHtn-5af765JKdOxMgc7dc3EpFei2cE1088dvsqfHZng
https://www.facebook.com/GovPritzker/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCdkteDgGBdRZSiK-a1Sl_YMkVMmkeMtnNISs4ka1AMHwMf6_zm9VI-nfhIUVWx3TL3eHUkKFQ4jV2P&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCPRBY90gkwWoOarcNpBYd26zmkAfherzjYHtvo_Au-LSXYQj-b5TUJ88VjauleA-v_Me0mpisqrRTL9gFSh6w7ToAfqQQvMNfFT0ZHvJKPdchXFCmSzxIBO_m-XJXcM0TpF4HbzSD572AwBmh7SE6fqN9XlExYvfowkTn8ajEswXLYlqUy-Dbi8lIAKCnMi9dSUjox3U4OXdzxu158Ja45Xeu-CoAQ4rNUUHRY7W2ZpGMFIOM78AuCUbyu20tAtfWFZWnJtnlE7AAuVrekzy_veklCEO_Zd1lQ7k6izhkCDBiHtn-5af765JKdOxMgc7dc3EpFei2cE1088dvsqfHZng
https://www.facebook.com/GovPritzker/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCdkteDgGBdRZSiK-a1Sl_YMkVMmkeMtnNISs4ka1AMHwMf6_zm9VI-nfhIUVWx3TL3eHUkKFQ4jV2P&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCPRBY90gkwWoOarcNpBYd26zmkAfherzjYHtvo_Au-LSXYQj-b5TUJ88VjauleA-v_Me0mpisqrRTL9gFSh6w7ToAfqQQvMNfFT0ZHvJKPdchXFCmSzxIBO_m-XJXcM0TpF4HbzSD572AwBmh7SE6fqN9XlExYvfowkTn8ajEswXLYlqUy-Dbi8lIAKCnMi9dSUjox3U4OXdzxu158Ja45Xeu-CoAQ4rNUUHRY7W2ZpGMFIOM78AuCUbyu20tAtfWFZWnJtnlE7AAuVrekzy_veklCEO_Zd1lQ7k6izhkCDBiHtn-5af765JKdOxMgc7dc3EpFei2cE1088dvsqfHZng
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ilinnoday?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCPRBY90gkwWoOarcNpBYd26zmkAfherzjYHtvo_Au-LSXYQj-b5TUJ88VjauleA-v_Me0mpisqrRTL9gFSh6w7ToAfqQQvMNfFT0ZHvJKPdchXFCmSzxIBO_m-XJXcM0TpF4HbzSD572AwBmh7SE6fqN9XlExYvfowkTn8ajEswXLYlqUy-Dbi8lIAKCnMi9dSUjox3U4OXdzxu158Ja45Xeu-CoAQ4rNUUHRY7W2ZpGMFIOM78AuCUbyu20tAtfWFZWnJtnlE7AAuVrekzy_veklCEO_Zd1lQ7k6izhkCDBiHtn-5af765JKdOxMgc7dc3EpFei2cE1088dvsqfHZng&__tn__=%2ANK-R

The lllinois Chamber hit the road to talk about the need for transportation funding

meeting with journalists and editorial boards throughout the state.

Rebecca Mason, executive director of the Infrastructure
Council at the Illinois Chamber and Marc Poulos, executive
director of the ILL FFC, sat down with Mark Maxwell on
WCIA’s Capitol Connection to discuss the immediate, im-
perative need for transportation modernization in lllinois.

Watch full interview here.
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The Illinois Chamber hit the road to talk about the need for trans-
portation funding meeting with journalists and editorial boards
throughout the state. You can read more about the lllinois Cham-
ber’s transportation modernization program that has been intro-
duced in both houses in President and CEO of the Illinois Chamber
Todd Maisch’s editorial board interviews in the Daily Herald and
Quincy-Herald Whig.

“...itno longeris a
matter of whether
tragedy will

strike. Without

a solution, it’s

inevitable, and in ;‘zﬁ“
. Itorial: State i
addition to the term in fixing r ::::Sbigdtéhé:k long

billions of dollars
to repair and re-

build, it will cost

human lives.”

The Dl araia Eattoria) aparg

Facsboutimas

f w

—From the
Herald-Whig

HERALD-WHIG

To learn more about the lllinois Chamber click here to contact Jeanette Anderson


mailto:janderson@ilchamber.org
https://www.facebook.com/bgordon05?__tn__=K-R-R&eid=ARBNHlP4SzjxxwQsHnD02B0u8l3SG6b2oEbV-asVgfKUg8M2DJKBL4lkgriboUitZZROwN49FhhCJm7c&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB_epkW4rcrAiM4GfaZd8-zh3mHm3bTTnjKjomEkufV8omXEtnMVM5nOP6lSL6YF13ZjrWg1Ff1g8BBZa2qh6047vfCxzAoiKVCd8n3giUkcnm70x93yKDasS1PSBwx4qc6FF3js8wC5uBI4umyBp5vdP28Z3PWM42owaKNcGE_8GaU1iWVIe1Cp4F66YrhoFx5qmlgGY-8H7mYcDQSk1QlE7B49i6aBC3sB2QwE_SiGJjdD3yoXW6rNODyj7atjzABebvCDhKF-HC_HKbi9thfyhHVJtQHYz0_4NXr4ukr9JBFVctcp5T8xI3RCkaXeXxU
https://www.facebook.com/mark.maxwell3?__tn__=K-R-R&eid=ARCslg3W1t8rPEHLNcWwqSKWa1O-wnXnSXyPYi9BprCJWqX_5A1DMtyhLCkWZghsdlbZkQvusqMZEhbi&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB_epkW4rcrAiM4GfaZd8-zh3mHm3bTTnjKjomEkufV8omXEtnMVM5nOP6lSL6YF13ZjrWg1Ff1g8BBZa2qh6047vfCxzAoiKVCd8n3giUkcnm70x93yKDasS1PSBwx4qc6FF3js8wC5uBI4umyBp5vdP28Z3PWM42owaKNcGE_8GaU1iWVIe1Cp4F66YrhoFx5qmlgGY-8H7mYcDQSk1QlE7B49i6aBC3sB2QwE_SiGJjdD3yoXW6rNODyj7atjzABebvCDhKF-HC_HKbi9thfyhHVJtQHYz0_4NXr4ukr9JBFVctcp5T8xI3RCkaXeXxU
https://www.wcia.com/capitol-connection/business-labor-combine-to-back-gas-tax-increase/1906920882
https://www.whig.com/20190414/lives-depend-on-passage-of-hb-3823
https://www.dailyherald.com/discuss/20190430/editorial-state-needs-to-think-long-term-in-fixing-roads-bridges

“Taxing healthcare to get more federal funds to cover Medicaid isn’t going to result in
more affordable healthcare options for the everyday worker,” Winters said.

The Illinois Chamber’s Tech Council held their quarterly lllinois Chamber President and CEO Todd Maisch wrote an op-ed
meeting at Cameo in Chicago on April 25. lllinois Depart- for the State Journal Register on the dangers overreaching state
ment of Innovation and Technology Secretary and state data privacy ;
ClO Ron Guerrier presented his plan for digitally trans- laws can be SUREEl
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forming the state of lllinois. to growing privacy law should stay California's
businesses. o
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Executive Director of the Innovation and Technology Council at the
Chamber Tyler Diers was quoted in a recent article on how far is
too far concerning data pri-
vacy. “This kind of legislation
threatens the expansion of
the growing digital economy
that is so critical to the suc-
cess of lllinois businesses,
both global leaders and locally
owned and operated, that are
using the internet to expand.”

Read full article here.

Alton Daily News.com

Your daily source for local news in the River Bend
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Fighting for Business Every Month

In the months of April, we spoke to radio, television, and print media outlets, delivering pro-business values
to audiences across lllinois. Below is a selection of stories where the Chamber has advocated its position on a
variety of topics.

¢ Chicago’s Incoming Mayor Faces Revenue Reckoning

¢ Push to raise smoking age to 21 catches fire at state level

» New Tobacco 21 law gets rid of penalties for underage possession

¢ lllinois newspapers weigh in on the gas tax, age limits on tobacco purchases, ‘fair tax”

¢ ILLINOIS STATE SENATE DISTRICT 31: Bush fights to protect victims, targets sexual harassment in the
private sector

o Frustrated by health insurance price hikes? Bill would allow lllinois to restrict them

¢ Lives depend on passage of HB 3823
o Guest editorial: Lives depend on passage of HB 3823
¢ Lives depend on passage of HB 3823

¢ Dr. Emin Huseynov meets with USACC members & partner organizations

¢ Considering a ‘Progressive’ Income Tax in a Fiscally-Stressed State

¢ Graduated Income Tax Inches Forward

¢ lllinois Senate committee OKs graduated income tax measure

¢ Senate scheduled to hear reading of graduated income tax amendment

¢ Progressive income tax plan clears first hurdle

* Proposed amendment would remove prohibition on multiple income taxes

o Progressive Tax Plan Faces Full Senate Vote

o “Fair tax” amendment would enable new types of income taxes

¢ lllinois Senate Committee backs package with new income tax rates, school property tax freeze
¢ Senate Committee backs package with new income tax rates, school property tax freeze

» New proposed progressive tax rates higher for some high earners than Pritzker’s proposed rates
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https://news.bloombergtax.com/daily-tax-report/chicagos-incoming-mayor-faces-revenue-reckoning
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/push-to-raise-smoking-age-expands-to-multiple-states
https://foxillinois.com/news/local/new-tobacco-21-law-removes-penalties-for-underage-possession
https://jg-tc.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-illinois-newspapers-weigh-in-on-the-gas-tax-age/article_b34e0576-91a2-5c6d-8f08-1bb997c5b2dd.html
https://lakecountygazette.com/stories/512448848-illinois-state-senate-district-31-bush-fights-to-protect-victims-targets-sexual-harassment-in-the-private-sector
https://lakecountygazette.com/stories/512448848-illinois-state-senate-district-31-bush-fights-to-protect-victims-targets-sexual-harassment-in-the-private-sector
https://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-bill-could-limit-health-insurance-price-increases-20190419-story.html
https://wrex.com/category/2019/04/15/excerpts-from-recent-editorials-in-newspapers-in-illinois-3/
https://www.commercial-news.com/opinion/guest-editorial-lives-depend-on-passage-of-hb/article_73212600-015d-55b6-867c-52c165692296.html
https://www.saukvalley.com/2019/04/15/lives-depend-on-passage-of-hb-3823/aed4w1x/
https://www.usacc.org/news/29-04-2019-1556491795/
https://www.routefifty.com/finance/2019/04/illinois-progressive-income-tax/155976/
https://www.northernpublicradio.org/post/graduated-income-tax-inches-forward
https://www.rrstar.com/news/20190410/illinois-senate-committee-oks-graduated-income-tax-measure
https://foxillinois.com/news/local/senate-scheduled-to-hear-reading-of-graduated-income-tax-amendment
https://www.ilnews.org/news/state_politics/progressive-income-tax-plan-clears-first-hurdle/article_585734ec-5bca-11e9-8565-abaf3b91a58d.html
https://www.effinghamdailynews.com/news/proposed-amendment-would-remove-prohibition-on-multiple-income-taxes/article_62ace171-2f9d-5333-a793-2bbbff51c9dd.html
https://advantagenews.com/features/commentary/
https://www.kpvi.com/news/national_news/illinois-senate-committee-backs-package-with-new-income-tax-rates/article_95432f08-4bbc-5c08-8cf8-2b22325b1d44.html
https://www.ilnews.org/news/schools/senate-committee-backs-package-with-new-income-tax-rates-school/article_212fa13a-6b91-11e9-a1ef-fb7763213614.html
https://www.tribuneledgernews.com/extra/news/new-proposed-progressive-tax-rates-higher-for-some-high-earners/video_a7ccec81-a360-5361-9f0e-09067772b767.html

CHAMBER
ADVOCACY 109 .. ..

Fighting for Business Every Month

In the months of April, we spoke to radio, television, and print media outlets, delivering pro-business values
to audiences across lllinois. Below is a selection of stories where the Chamber has advocated its position on a
variety of topics.

» Lawmakers May Consider Digital Privacy Bill
o State lawmakers could consider digital privacy measures when they return
o lllinois Chamber: California’s bad privacy law should stay California’s problem

¢ Unlikely Allies Backing Plan to Raise Gas Tax to Fund Transportation
¢ High-profile Republican says raising the gas tax would be good for lllinois’ future

o CHAMBER COLUMN: lllinois Chamber of Commerce celebrates 100 years
* Pot, taxes and more on lllinois lawmakers’ list this week
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https://www.tribuneledgernews.com/extra/news/state-lawmakers-could-consider-digital-privacy-measures-when-they-return/article_57a2b38e-3d21-543d-9449-091b73e344f0.html
https://www.sj-r.com/opinion/20190430/illinois-chamber-californias-bad-privacy-law-should-stay-californias-problem
https://www.facebook.com/WSIURadio/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBrZYCtcbQhlDs5xakxmRP_RuaNM2pb3eq8X30uO3xHuR3pLu8DqrqbI86cChf8wC3qkQeHFYGruMwh&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA5Go5_izSGcD1JZ93SH19yfVPUBLQ0RR8S_5rSaPa3etjIMWgzHAKCnwEwf1tb8uDwef0wm4YF2HUdIxAfp0AwBBBK-I0DeBXaSE-0eNg1iJpXKGrVc3OmlS8MMJ9S9RwEgJn-I-OYNC_tKBBQ_Xv6PGMKSNSoc7CCf0_3kWCB7sJVMZbfjXCCJHdwY9KLm8ntBAcg14OcT3S86H8TmJVMTMKX4y-uciP0g3X-_eFGedtTjjqX-HHmg0RWwrR1sFNkOL9wuG6wljvAan-HLivDA83GqaJ0sOvy_9aA0pZu48OKtGUl4fzk0i_QgR4NAT8hX9RrRz8Es72p6e4e2ZCHJA
https://www.bnd.com/news/politics-government/article229834704.html
https://jg-tc.com/features/business/chamber-column-illinois-chamber-of-commerce-celebrates-years/article_05022e3b-f968-50c1-87e4-2264351a8fe6.html
https://www.saukvalley.com/2019/04/28/pot-taxes-and-more-on-illinois-lawmakers-list-this-week/acgftcs/

