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Defeating the Progressive Income Tax

The Chamber has been creating and executing an extensive grassroots campaign against the progressive  
income tax amendment since Gov. Pritzker first took office in January, 2019, and announced his plan to 
amend Illinois’ constitution to create more taxing power for the state. 

Statewide Media Campaign
The Chamber teamed up with the Coalition to Stop the Proposed 
Tax Hike Amendment on a tens of  millions of  dollars statewide 
media campaign featuring Illinois Chamber President and CEO 
Todd Maisch and other business leaders.

Chambers Against Tax 
The Chambers Against the Progressive Tax PAC engaged with 
nearly 30 local chamber communities and created 24 landing 
pages for partner chambers with resources, videos, and links 
to get involved. It also lead an aggressive digital advertising 
campaign to key voters totaling over 4.4 million digital ad impressions from Facebook, Instagram, Google and over 
900 petition sign ups after programmatic ads under ‘Chambers Against Tax.’ 

See full booklet here

Watch the video here

Chamber Digital Placement

Chamber ads totaled 4.4 
million digital ad impressions

Chamber was featured in 
over 100 news articles on the 
amendment

Chamber gave dozens of presentations on the progressive tax 
reaching thousands of business leaders

https://chambersagainsttax.com/
https://chambersagainsttax.com/
https://ilchamber.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQL2r3IF86M&feature=emb_title
https://infogram.com/1ppm3j76my9267frnkzexz3pgzazmyq0xy3?live
https://infogram.com/1ppm3j76my9267frnkzexz3pgzazmyq0xy3?live
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQL2r3IF86M&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQL2r3IF86M&feature=emb_title


Driving the Debate

Progressive Income Tax Video Series 
Over the last two years, the Chamber produced the Progressive 
Income Tax (PIT) video series to help inform legislators, 
stakeholders and the public on the negative impact a progressive 
income tax could have on Illinois families. The Chamber put a small 
amount of  money to boost an especially popular video resulting in 
over 28,000 views. 

Coalition Building 
The Chamber coordinated with other stakeholders to gather a 
coalition of  42 business organizations, including more than 30 chambers of  commerce throughout the state to 
oppose the amendment through grassroots mobilization.

The Coalition
• Associated Builders & Contractors
• Aurora Regional Chamber of Commerce
• Auto Parts and Service Association of Illinois
• Bolingbrook Area Chamber of Commerce
• Byron Chamber of Commerce
• Chamber 630
• Champaign County Chamber of Commerce
• Chatham Area Chamber of Commerce
• Crystal Lake Chamber of Commerce 
• Decatur Regional Chamber of Commerce
• Edwardsville / Glen Carbon Chamber of Commerce
• Effingham County Chamber of Commerce
• Greater Fayette County Chamber of Commerce
• Greater Oak Brook Chamber of Commerce
• Heritage Corridor Business Alliance
• Home Builders Association of Illinois
• Illinois Business Alliance
• Illinois Chamber of Commerce 
• Illinois Farm Bureau
• Illinois Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
• Illinois National Federation of Independent Business
• Illinois State Black Chamber of Commerce
• Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce
• Joliet Region Chamber of Commerce
• Lockport Chamber of Commerce
• Lombard Area Chamber of Commerce and Industry
• Manteno Chamber of Commerce
• McLean County Chamber of Commerce
• Mid-West Truckers Association
• Metro-East Regional Chamber of Commerce
• Midwest-South Eastern Equipment Dealers Association
• Monmouth Chamber of Commerce
• Naperville Area Chamber of Commerce
• Peoria Area Chamber of Commerce
• Quad Cities Chamber
• Quincy Chamber of Commerce
• Rockford Chamber of Commerce
• Sycamore Chamber of Commerce 
• Southwestern Illinois Employers Association
• Technology and Manufacturing Association
• The Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce

“Opposition, led in large part by the Illinois Chamber of 
Commerce, has centered on what the tax would do to businesses 

and what lawmakers might do in the future if  voters give them 
the opportunity to levy taxes on portions of  the electorate at 

any one time, rather than on every taxpayer at once.” 
–Herald & Review

“Business groups, namely the Illinois Chamber of Commerce 
and the National Federation of  Independent Business’ 

Illinois Chapter blanketed the state with messaging that the 
change meant kicking small businesses when they were down.”

 –WBGZ News

“Anti-amendment groups, which also include the 
Illinois Farm Bureau and the Illinois  

Chamber of Commerce, raised $62.4 million.” 
–Chicago Tribune

“Illinois Chamber of Commerce President and CEO 
Todd Maisch said voters didn’t buy the graduated income 

tax proponents’ promise that only high-income earners would 
continue to pay a higher share of  income taxes over time.”

 –NPR

“The defeat of  Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s graduated income 
tax proposal showed that motivated, mobilized business 
leadership can shape key policy decisions in this state.”

 –Crain’s Chicago Business

See full list of articles here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGKK7WPrIbI&list=PLZaHNsxK_ipPXEI37OAox3LqggVcGaDfV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGKK7WPrIbI&list=PLZaHNsxK_ipPXEI37OAox3LqggVcGaDfV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojx90Z7qkGs
https://herald-review.com/news/local/public_safety/4-new-macon-county-coronavirus-deaths-reported/article_8afc8b65-f27d-5397-b93e-10fda41df93d.html
http://www.altondailynews.com/news/details.cfm?clientid=17&id=313637#.X7VVKGhKh9A
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-illinois-tax-rate-amendment-election-results-20201103-kcjm3pgd6nhb5i5w7o5ucttdqy-htmlstory.html
https://www.nprillinois.org/post/graduated-income-tax-referendum-fails-dealing-major-blow-pritzker#stream/0
https://www.nprillinois.org/post/graduated-income-tax-referendum-fails-dealing-major-blow-pritzker#stream/0
https://www.nprillinois.org/post/graduated-income-tax-referendum-fails-dealing-major-blow-pritzker#stream/0
https://www.nprillinois.org/post/graduated-income-tax-referendum-fails-dealing-major-blow-pritzker#stream/0
https://www.nprillinois.org/post/graduated-income-tax-referendum-fails-dealing-major-blow-pritzker#stream/0
https://www.nprillinois.org/post/graduated-income-tax-referendum-fails-dealing-major-blow-pritzker#stream/0
https://www.nprillinois.org/post/graduated-income-tax-referendum-fails-dealing-major-blow-pritzker#stream/0
https://infogram.com/1ppm3j76my9267frnkzexz3pgzazmyq0xy3?live
https://ilchamber.org/Resources/40ebae70-209c-4a3e-8738-dc3eacf02538/Election%20News%202020.pdf


 
 

Kilbride 
The Illinois Chamber of  Commerce PAC was the only 
business group to publicly call for the non-retention of  
Illinois Supreme Court Justice Thomas Kilbride, due to his 
aggressive anti-business, one-sided approach to judicial rulings. 
Kilbride became the first Illinois Supreme Court Justice to ever 
not be retained and the seat will go to a General Election in 
2022 giving the GOP the opportunity to flip the court 4-3. 

Overstreet
The Illinois Chamber PAC has been the largest financial 
support of  Illinois Supreme Court Elect Justice Overstreet, 
donating $10,000 to his appellate court race in 2018 and 
$10,000 to his Illinois Supreme Court Justice race in 2020. 

Read full article here

Speaker Madigan dealt blow as 
Democratic Illinois Supreme Court 
justice concedes defeat

Read full article here

Federal Races
The Illinois Chamber was proud to support the US Chamber of  
Commerce’s congressional endorsements of  five outstanding leaders 
for the Illinois business community, all of  which were victorious:

 Congressman Rodney Davis (IL-13)
 Congressman Mike Bost (IL-12)
 Mary Miller (IL-15)
 Congressman Adam Kinzinger (IL-16)
 Congressman Darin LaHood (IL-18)

Help Chamber PAC Impact 2022
 • Another tax increase amendment.  
 • Control of  the Illinois Supreme Court.  
 • Restoring balance in the Illinois General Assembly.

These are the election priorities for the Illinois Chamber and our 
affiliates in 2022. If  you share these priorities, won’t you help us build 
on the successes of  2020?

Your financial contributions will allow us to be even more effective 
for you in 2022. To make a contribution or receive additional 
information, please contact Todd Maisch at (217) 522-5512, ext. 233 
or at tmaisch@ilchamber.org.
A copy of  our report filed with the State Board of  Elections is (or will be) available on the Board’s official website 
( www.elections.il.gov ) or for purchase from the State Board of  Elections, Springfield, Illinois

Changing the Supreme Court

https://ilchamber.org/Resources/e9a9ccbc-b2fd-4c64-925f-cfca526b6be4/Chamber%20PAC%20opposed%20to%20Justice%20Kilbride%20rentention.pdf
https://www.bentoneveningnews.com/news/20201103/overstreet-wins-spot-on-illinois-supreme-court
https://www.bentoneveningnews.com/news/20201103/overstreet-wins-spot-on-illinois-supreme-court
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-illinois-supreme-court-thomas-kilbride-retention-20201103-veajjp4mhvh2bhunqms6632ql4-htmlstory.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-illinois-supreme-court-thomas-kilbride-retention-20201103-veajjp4mhvh2bhunqms6632ql4-htmlstory.html

