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Chamber Ratings Reflect Active Legislative Sessions, 

 Breadth of Chamber's Pro-Business Agenda 
 

The Chamber's biannual legislative ratings reflect a very active 2011-12, as it began to dawn on 

the legislature that the big issues facing Illinois cannot be ignored any longer.  However, it 

approached those issues in a way that was too often contradictory and frustrating to employers. 

Key roll calls in this year's ratings include important pieces of legislation that move Illinois 

towards reform of both state government and the business climate.  Yet, they also include 

frustratingly counterproductive measures - such as the largest tax increase in the state's history - 

that continue to send employers mixed messages about the direction of our state. 

The Chamber rated more bills than usual due to the active nature of this legislature, but also 

because the Chamber secured the passage of more legislative initiatives in '11-'12 than any other 

period more than 15 years.  The Chamber program performed the bulk of drafting and secured 

passage of legislation dealing with: 

 Workers compensation; 

 Independent tax review; 

 Environmental permitting;  

 Environmental regulation; 

 Procurement reform; 

 Pipeline construction; 

 Healthcare overhaul implementation; 

 Employment law. 

The ratings also include votes on important governmental reforms to demonstrate that the 

business community will hold legislators of both parties accountable for reform of state 

government.  Legislators that received the highest ratings this year demonstrated a commitment 

to employer issues but they also demonstrated a serious commitment to government reforms 

that are vital to turning our state and our economy around.   

About the Illinois Chamber of Commerce Legislative Ratings 

The ratings are based on legislators’ votes on the key business legislation of the 97
th

 General 

Assembly as determined by staff and the Chamber’s Government Affairs Committee.  The 

votes in the Senate and House are selected based on their impact on the business community.  In 

cases where more than one roll call was taken on a bill, the vote that best demonstrates support 

for employers’ vital interests was chosen.  If employers are to change the culture in Springfield, 

they must educate themselves on the record of their representatives and hold them accountable 

for it. 



The 2011-2012 Champions of Free Enterprise 

The Illinois Chamber of Commerce is proud to recognize legislators that have made special 

contributions in the defense of free enterprise, and the furtherance of economic opportunities for 

Illinoisans.  Legislators with Illinois Chamber ratings averaging 85% or better over the previous 

two General Assemblies have demonstrated their commitment to legislation that frees the 

entrepreneurial spirit and qualify for the award.  The Chamber also wishes to recognize those 

legislators serving their first term in office in the promotion of free enterprise.  The Champions 

of Free Enterprise Awards are given biennially. 

 

Senate Award Winners House Award Winners 

Senator Pam Althoff Representative Patti Bellock 

Senator Tim Bivins Representative Dan Brady 

Senator Bill Brady Representative Mike Connelly 

Senator Kirk Dillard House Republican Leader Tom Cross 

Senator Dan Duffy Representative Jim Durkin 

Senator Chris Lauzen Representative Mike Fortner 

Senator Kyle McCarter Representative Kay Hatcher 

Senator John Milner Representative Chad Hays 

Senator Matt Murphy Representative Renée Kosel 

Senator Carole Pankau Representative JoAnn Osmond 

Senate Republican Leader Christine Radogno Representative Tim Schmitz 

Senator Dale Righter Representative Darlene Senger 

Senator Ron Sandack-outstanding freshman Representative Keith Sommer 

Senator Dave Syverson Representative Ed Sullivan, Jr. 

 Representative Jil Tracy 

 Representative Mike Tryon 

 Representative Michael Unes-outstanding freshman 

 Representative Dave Winters 

 

Key for ratings: 

Voted with Chamber: + 

Voted against Chamber: - 

Not voting: NV 

Not a member of GA at time of vote: NA 

Excused Absence: E 

Absent: A 

Voted Present: P  



House Bills and Votes 

HB0223 Healthcare Justice Implementation 

Would have established a new Health Care Justice Implementation Task Force to recommend a 

plan for implementation of a single payer healthcare plan known as the Illinois State Health 

Insurance Plan.  The new state plan would have gone above and beyond the state requirements of 

the federal Affordable Care Act including a massive expansion of the state’s Medicaid program.   

Chamber Position: Oppose 

House Vote: 42-58-0 

Outcome: Lost on 3rd Reading 
 

HB1297 IEPA Streamlined Permits 

The Chamber’s initiative to create a more efficient and predictable processes for obtaining 

permits from IEPA while maintaining environmental protections.  Thousands of small businesses 

will move from a permit, to a simple registration.  In addition, the bill addresses the legitimate 

funding issues at IEPA without impacting the existing GRF tax base.   

Chamber Position: Support, Chamber initiative 

House Vote: 98-18-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 
 

HB1530 Autism Mandate 

Would expand the state’s current health coverage mandate for autism spectrum disorders to 

require all policies require a minimum coverage benefit (rather than a maximum) of $36,000 per 

year, greatly increasing the cost of the mandate on employers.  The legislation also subjects this 

mandate to the same parity requirements afforded mental health coverage while expanding new 

federal mental health parity protections to small employers (50 employees or less). 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

House Vote: 72-39-0 

Outcome: Amended in Senate to remove mandate language 
 

HB1703 Pipeline Modernization 

The Chamber’s initiative to provide a more efficient and inclusive process for certification of 

crude oil pipeline projects with the Illinois Commerce Commission.  The pipeline projects will 

improve the state’s energy infrastructure, enhance security and reliability of energy supply, 

create high-paying jobs and provide economic stimulation within local communities along their 

routes.   

Chamber Position: Support, Chamber initiative 

House Vote: 88-23-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 
 

HB5192 Tax Tribunal 

Chamber-drafted legislation creating an independent Illinois Tax Tribunal to hear appeals of 

decisions by the Illinois Department of Revenue.  The Illinois Chamber convened a working 

group of tax experts to draft implementing language that for the first time allows taxpayers an 

independent forum in which to protest tax assessments.   

Chamber Position: Support, Chamber initiative 

House Vote: 109-0-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses 

 

 



SB115 Civil Penalties-Equal Pay Act 

Unnecessarily increases civil penalties of up to $5,000 when any employer or person violates 

sections of the Equal Pay Act prohibiting an employer or person from interfering or discouraging 

another from exercising his or her rights under the Act. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

House Vote: 71-45-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 
 

SB1313 Retiree Healthcare 

Repeals an unsustainable state law that gives state retirees with 20 years of service free health 

insurance for the remainder of their lives.  The Department of Central Management Services will 

negotiate the premium rates with labor groups which will then also be used for retired legislators, 

judges and university employees. 

Chamber Position: Support 

House Vote: 74-43-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 
 

SB2194 Cigarette Tax 

Increases the state cigarette tax by $1 putting Illinois retailers at an even greater disadvantage to 

out of state competition.  Also contains provisions for enhancing the hospital assessment 

program and provisions defining charity care requirements for maintaining property tax 

exemptions for non-profit providers. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

House Vote: 60-52-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 
 

SB2485 Tenaska Energy Plant 

Would establish a new base load electric generation facility that would increase electric costs to 

all ratepayers, but force dramatic cost increases on commercial and industrial consumers.  Locks 

in generous rate of return to the developers for 30 years while producing electricity not 

demanded by the market. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

House Vote: 63-50-1 

Outcome: Amended and passed House, Session Sine Die in Senate 

 

SB2505 Tax Increase 

Contains the largest tax increase in the State’s history.  Corporate income tax rate increases from 

7.3% to 9.5% (including 2.5% replacement tax) – now the third highest in the industrialize world 

– and personal income tax rate increases from 3% to 5%.  Also suspends use of net operating 

loss deductions for four years. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

House Vote: 60-57-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 

 

 

 

 

 



SB2958 Procurement Reform 

Contains changes to the state’s Procurement code per the negotiations led by the Chamber.   Some 

highlights include transferring state employer workers’ compensation responsibilities away from CMS to 

private vendor, clarifies that the CPO has the authority to access and review all records pertaining to 

procurements to ensure they all comply with the Code and subcontract definition changes with further 

limitations placed on disclosure of Tier 2 subs only when the subcontract exceeds $50,000. 

Chamber Position: Support, Chamber initiative 

House Vote: 118-0-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 

SB3522 Banking Fee Increases 

Would have increased costs on banking customers by imposing new judicial sale fees banks in cases 

seeking to expedite foreclosures on abandoned properties.   House Amendment #2 to SB 3522 emerged 

late in the legislative session countering a compromise made between housing advocates, the entire 

financial industry, and the governor’s office on how to handle an increasing number of abandoned 

properties that are blights on communities, particularly urban communities. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

House Vote: 67-48-2 

Outcome: Amended and passed in House, Referred to Senate Assignments 

SB3616 Enterprise Zones 

Allows for effective extension of existing enterprise zones if a set of economic criteria are met.     New 

zones will have a possible 25 year life—with initial designation for no more than 15 years, with a possible 

10 year renewal.   

Chamber Position: Support 

House Vote: 118-0-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 
 

SB3672 EPA Air Regulations 

Chamber initiative to expand existing streamlined rulemaking authority currently used to adopt federal 

land regulations to adoption of air quality regulations. 

Chamber Position: Support, Chamber initiative 

House Vote: 113-0-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 
 

SB3766 Leucadia 

Forces utilities to buy high-cost gas from a new $3 billion coal gasification plant in Chicago.  Higher 

costs would then be passed on to businesses and consumers through higher gas rates. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

House Vote: 60-50-5 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Vetoed by Governor 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   



 

 
 

 

  



Senate Bills and Votes 

HB1297 IEPA Streamlined Permits 

The Chamber’s initiative to Create a more efficient and predictable processes for obtaining permits from 

IEPA while maintaining environmental protections.  Thousands of small businesses will move from a 

permit, to a simple registration.  In addition, the bill addresses the legitimate funding issues at IEPA without 

impacting the existing GRF tax base.   

Chamber Position: Support, Chamber initiative 

Senate vote: 53-5-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 

HB1530 Autism Mandate 

Senate version expands the state’s current health coverage mandate for autism spectrum disorders to require 

all policies require a minimum coverage benefit (rather than a maximum) of $36,000 per year.  

Improvement over House version, but still a cost mandate on employers. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

Senate Vote: 49-8-0 

Outcome: Amended later in Senate to remove mandate language   

HB1703 Pipeline Modernization 

 The Chamber’s initiative to provide a more efficient and inclusive process for certification of crude oil 

pipeline projects with the Illinois Commerce Commission.  The pipeline projects will improve the state’s 

energy infrastructure, enhance security and reliability of energy supply, create high-paying jobs and provide 

economic stimulation within local communities along their routes. 

Chamber Position: Support, Chamber initiative 

Senate Vote: 49-0-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 

HB5192 Tax Tribunal 

Chamber-drafted legislation creating an independent Illinois Tax Tribunal to hear appeals of decisions by 

the Illinois Department of Revenue.  The Illinois Chamber convened a working group of tax experts to draft 

implementing language that for the first time allows taxpayers an independent forum in which to protest tax 

assessments. 

Chamber Position: Support, Chamber initiative 

Senate Vote: 56-0-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses 

HB5342 Continental Shelf 

Extends the tax reach of Illinois to the Gulf of Mexico by taxing offshore oil rigs operated by Illinois 

companies. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

Senate Vote: 31-25-1 

Outcome: Amended to include tax language and passed in Senate, House Rules Committee 

SB0115 Civil Penalty-Equal Pay Act 

Unnecessarily increases civil penalties of up to $5,000 when any employer or person violates sections of the 

Equal Pay Act prohibiting an employer or person from interfering or discouraging another from exercising 

his or her rights under the Act. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

Senate Vote: 36-18-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 

 

 

 



SB0678 Tenaska Energy Plant 

Would establish a new base load electric generation facility that would increase electric costs to all 

ratepayers, but force dramatic cost increases on commercial and industrial consumers.  Locks in generous 

rate of return to the developers for 30 years while producing electricity not demanded by the market. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

Senate Vote: 30-20-0 

Outcome: Passed Senate, House Rules Committee 

 

SB1313 Retiree Healthcare 

Repeals an unsustainable state law that gives state retirees with 20 years of service free health insurance for 

the remainder of their lives.  The Department of Central Management Services will negotiate the premium 

rates with labor groups which will then also be used for retired legislators, judges and university 

employees. 

Chamber Position: Support 

Senate Vote: 32-18-1 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 

SB1349 Workers Compensation Reform 

Chamber initiative for real workers compensation reform.  Among its chief provisions are establishing a 

new standard for causation, adoption of AMA guidelines in determining impairment and allowing 

employers to utilize strong PPO networks. 

Chamber Position: Support, Chamber initiative 

Senate Vote: 25-6-28 

Outcome: Failed on 3
rd

 Reading 

 

SB2194 Cigarette Tax 

Increases the state cigarette tax by $1 putting Illinois retailers at an even greater disadvantage to out of state 

competition.  Also contains provisions for enhancing the hospital assessment program and provisions 

defining charity care requirements for maintaining property tax exemptions for non-profit providers. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

Senate Vote: 31-27-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 

SB2505 Tax Increase 

Contains the largest tax increase in the State’s history.  Corporate income tax rate increases from 7.3% to 

9.5% (including 2.5% replacement tax) – now the third highest in the industrialize world – and personal 

income tax rate increases from 3% to 5%.  Also suspends use of net operating loss deductions for four 

years. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

Senate Vote: 30-29-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 

SB2643 Prevailing Wage Public Works 

Adds burdensome requirements to the prevailing wage act including straight-time work hours without 

consideration of delays and does not provide definition of “journeyman” or “apprentice” needed to execute 

the contract. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

Senate Vote: 32-18-0 

Outcome: Passed Senate, House Rules Committee 

 

 

 



 

SB2958 Procurement Reform 

Contains changes to the state’s Procurement code per the negotiations led by the Chamber.   Some 

highlights include transferring state employer workers’ compensation responsibilities away from CMS to 

private vendor, clarifies that the CPO has the authority to access and review all records pertaining to 

procurements to ensure they all comply with the Code and subcontract definition changes with further 

limitations placed on disclosure of Tier 2 subs only when the subcontract exceeds $50,000. 

 

SB3616 Enterprise Zones 

Allows for effective extension of existing enterprise zones if a set of economic criteria are met.  New zones 

will have a possible 25 year life—with initial designation for no more than 15 years, with a possible 10 year 

renewal. 

Chamber Position: Support 

Senate Vote: 59-0-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 

SB3672 EPA Air Regulations 

Chamber initiative to expand existing streamlined rulemaking authority currently used to adopt federal land 

regulations to adoption of air quality regulations. 

Chamber Position: Support, Chamber initiative 

Senate Vote: 54-0-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, Public Act 

SB3695 Prevailing Wage Filing 

Burdens contractors by requiring recording keeping the gross and net wage, hourly overtime rate, fringe 

benefit rates, and the sponsor and administrator of fringe benefit plans. Authorizes that Department to 

require electronic filing. Requires that Department to create and provide a form for the filing of certified 

payrolls. Allows any interested party to bring an action under the Act. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

Senate Vote: 30-27-0 

Outcome: Passed Senate, House Rules Committee 

 

SB3766 Leucadia 

Forces utilities to buy high-cost gas from a new $3 billion coal gasification plant in Chicago.  Higher costs 

would then be passed on to businesses and consumers through higher gas rates. 

Chamber Position: Oppose 

Senate Vote: 35-16-0 

Outcome: Passed both Houses, vetoed by Governor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


